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under his guidance, had always been. In 1898
he had, at one of its annual conferences, sketched
in outline policies of which Norman Angell and
President Wilson were later on to fill up the
details. The reason for war, he said, was the
desire for markets. But when land was grabbed,
it proved generally of little use, or difficult and
costly to retain. In the past, when the sword
constituted the only court of appeal, war had to
be. But, the old reason for it having passed
away, war should go also. There lay the germs
both of the League of Nations and the " Great
Illusion." Of course, therefore, Hardie saw the
danger of Grey's policy - linking Britain with
France and Russia in opposition to Germany ;
it pointed to war, and the secrecy with which
it was hedged about made it the more alarming.
The nation did not know what was being under-
taken in their behalf. Why keep the nation in the
dark, he asked, if there was nothing the Liberal
Government was ashamed or afraid to make
public ?
" We are a democratic people, believing
ourselves to be popularly governed, and we
allow the Government to work like moles in
all that pertains to foreign relations/'
Ironically he wrote that he supposed the House
of Commons " would be allowed to say a word
or two before war began."
In the House he said many words about War